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Closing Grant Report: DUCIGS Graduate Award for Research and Training
Project Title: Oral presentation at the Stockholm Resilience Centre 2017 conference titled,
Connecting state and traditional institutions for conservation and development in Ghana: Challenges
and opportunities.
Conference Dates: August 20 - 23 2017
Summary: The DUCIGS Graduate Award for Research and Training allowed me to travel to
Stockholm to attend a three-day conference at the Stockholm Resilience Centre. I presented a research
paper that will be published later this year in a special edition of the journal Ecology & Society. The
process of preparing an engaging, effective presentation is not an easy feat and is a skill that requires
practice and refinement. This presentation challenged me to synthesize our research into a ten-minute
storyline that captured both the audience’s attention and clearly explained our specific research
findings. It forced me to go outside my comfort zone and it (literally) put me center stage. The process
to develop this presentation also helped me develop fundamental skills in public speaking and helped
me better understand how best to communicate science to a general audience. I believe that sharing
such research findings with practitioners, scholars, and government officials is paramount to
overcome global challenges, to reduce conflict, and to increase the adaptive capacity of society to the
risks of climate change. In addition, traveling to the Resilience Centre empowered me to interact with
a major assembly of academics and managers working at the intersection of policy, business, and
practice. Beyond the presentation, I also worked closely with several others to organize, and participate
in, a panel session titled, “Transformations in socio-ecological systems.” This activity further expanded
my professional network and fostered interdisciplinary collaboration.
Participating in this conference reframed how I approach key questions in sustainability science,
directly influencing the development of my dissertation and future research. A major focus of
Resilience 2017 was on the approaches and methodologies for understanding socio-ecological
systems. Many sessions presented new methodologies for studying communities and the environment.
For example, one such presentation discussed ways to assess the ability of collaborative governance
arrangements at local levels, another discussed how to spatially map the relationships between various
management institutions in an ecosystem. All conservation challenges are intertwined with issues of
governance, economics, culture, and ecology. Participating in Resilience 2017 knit my past experiences
together and gave me a better understanding of the frontiers of research and policy development
surrounding social ecological systems.

