
 This summer I had the opportunity to travel to Peru to participate in a two week 
research project as part of a team of undergraduate, graduate, and faculty members working 
together as a Bass Connections team. The specific Bass Connections project is Environmental 
Epidemiology in Latin America, and we conducted our research in both Peru and Ecuador. Out 
purpose during the trip was to collect malaria slides so that we can conduct our research here 
in the states. During my two weeks in Peru, I participated in many different activities. We 
started our trip in Lima, where we spent a day exploring the local culture before moving to our 
first field site, up in the northern jungle region of Peru. We flew from Lima to Tarapoto, another 
city and spent a few days there meeting with local health workers, and touring the public health 
clinic and research lab. We spent one evening collecting mosquitos in a rural area close to the 
city, looking to collect the specific mosquito that transmits malaria. We then were able to take 
our collected mosquitos and bring them to the lab to view under microscopes and to learn 
about that type of mosquito.  We then left Tarapoto and travelled to a smaller town, where we 
spent about 5 days. It was here that we met with a local public health worker and collected our 
malaria samples. We were also able to do a bit of field work by accompanying the local health 
worker on her visits to people’s homes to find deposits of water that could provide a reservoir 
for mosquitos to lay eggs in, which could then increase the prevalence of dengue in the area. 
We also went around and helped finish some research that had been done previously in the 
area by the graduate student organizing the trip. For his research, we had to go to several 
different rural locations to find out the whereabouts of dogs at different houses that had 
previously been identified as having leishmaniosis. All of the dogs, however, were deceased, so 
the research stopped there. After we left this small town, called Soritor, we returned to Lima. In 
Lima, we participated in a conference about leishmaniosis, which was hosted by the director of 
our Bass Connections team, and connected us with researchers, academics, and doctors from 
both Peru and the United States. It was my first experience with that sort of collaborative 
process, and was very enlightening to see how people can come together and use their various 
areas of knowledge to collectively analyze a problem.  
 I really enjoyed all of my time in Peru. I thought the culture was vibrant and engaging 
and the people were friendly and warm. The food posed some challenges as I am a vegetarian 
and, especially in the smaller town of Soritor, there were few vegetarian options. The natural 
beauty of the country itself was astounding, and I am happy that there was enough time on our 
trip for us to enjoy and experience the variety of it. We managed to go to a waterfall, hot 
springs, and went on a long hike. Ultimately, I feel like I accomplished a lot by gaining 
experience with field work. I also feel like I learned a lot from attending this conference and by 
working together with a team while I was in Peru. I also feel like I improved my skills adapting 
and navigating different contexts and situations. I also learned that I really enjoy hands on type 
research and field work, and ultimately would see myself pursuing a path that allows me to 
engage in this very hands on way. I am immensely grateful to have gotten this opportunity.  


